
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Mauritius Meteorological Services Headquarters marks 100 years at Vacoas 

Vacoas, Mauritius – 22 December 2025: The year 2025 marks the 100th anniversary of the relocation 

of the Meteorological Observatory Headquarters from Pamplemousses to Vacoas, a milestone in the 

development of national meteorological services.  

Meteorological observation in Mauritius dates back to 1733-1754, with documented evidence of cyclones 

affecting Mauritius and La Réunion. These early records were of strategic importance to maritime trade 

because Mauritius served as a key shipping hub linking Europe, Asia, Africa and the Americas.  

Building on this early tradition of weather recording, systematic atmospheric measurements were 

established at Vacoas in the early 1920s, when Albert Walter (1877-1972) initiated upper-air wind 

measurements using kites up to a height of about 4000 feet (figure 1). Later, he introduced weather 

balloons to conduct upper-air observations in Mauritius. By November 1925, pilot balloon observations 

could reach altitudes of up to 6,000 metres.  

 
Figure 1 Albert Walter performing upper-air wind observations using kite at Vacoas, Royal Observatory 



 

The Vacoas Meteorological Headquarters was gradually equipped with essential meteorological 

instruments, including anemometers, thermometers, barometers, rain gauges and sunshine recorders. 

Cloud observations using nephoscopes were also introduced around 1923 to improve weather 

forecasting, particularly for aviation. These early techniques have since been replaced by advanced 

technologies such as satellites and weather radars.  

 
Figure 2 Meteorological Observatory at Vacoas 

From the 1950s onwards, the Observatory at Vacoas (Figure 2) focused exclusively on meteorology, 

leading to its renaming as the Meteorological Department in 1959, and later the Mauritius 

Meteorological Services in 1968. The country installed its first satellite image reception system in 1968, 

followed by a meteorological radar in 1979 with support from the United Nations Development 

Programme. A new Doppler Weather Radar is operational at Trou-aux-Cerfs since 2019. 

As it commemorates a century at Vacoas, the Mauritius Meteorological Services (MMS), which provides 

weather, climate and early warning services on a 24-hour, seven-day basis, remains committed to 

delivering accurate and timely weather and climate information to support public safety, economic 

activity and decision-making across sectors, in line with the MMS Act 2019 and its vision to make 

Mauritius weather-resilient and climate-smart. 
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